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When the stand profile is closed, simple, homogeneous and the passage of light through the canopy depends on the characteristics of the crowns, then on tree composition. When silvicultural practises opens the crown cover, composition being the same, stand density comes into play too. In forests with heterogeneous structure the light in the underlayer is the result of the variability in the arrangement of stems in space and their size, which is added to the composition and density.
The weight of tree composition is higher in populations of tolerant species, that of density in more open stands, that of the structure in the very heterogeneous forest.
The three profiles are staggered to highlight that the three factors add up and interact with increasing diversification of the profile.

