
Tables

Table 1. Botanical categories and Specific Index (SIc) calculated for each category, according to Argenti et al. (2006)

	Botanical category
	Acronym
	SIc

	Palatable grasses
	PG
	1.95

	Not palatable grasses
	NG
	0

	Legumes
	LE
	2.99

	Species belonging to other botanical families
	OT
	0.29

	Spiny and poisonous species
	SP
	0

	Trees and shrubs
	TS
	0.03







Table 2. Classification scheme of pasture quality classes according to PVe values and annual potential stocking rate per class to be used for pasture planning

	Class level
	Pasture quality class
	PVe
	Prescribed stocking rate (LU ha-1 y-1)

	1
	Poor pasture
	PVe < 15
	0.15

	2
	Medium pasture
	15 ≤ PVe ≤25
	0.30

	3
	Good pasture
	PVe > 25
	0.45






Table 3. Comparison of descriptive statistics for PVt and PVe for spring and summer surveys

	
	spring surveys
	summer surveys

	Spring
	PVt
	PVe
	PVt
	PVe

	Mean
	32.75
	29.19
	31.64
	27.64

	Standard Error
	1.16
	0.68
	1.10
	0.78

	Median
	32
	30
	31
	28

	Mode
	29
	32
	30
	30

	Standard Deviation
	9.63
	5.61
	9.17
	6.51

	Sample Variance
	92.72
	31.45
	84.06
	42.41

	Kurtosis
	-0.13
	0.71
	-0.03
	0.15

	Skewness
	0.00
	-0.61
	-0.08
	-0.52

	Range
	45
	30
	43
	30

	Minimum
	10
	13
	9
	10

	Maximum
	55
	43
	52
	40

	Sum
	2260
	2014
	2183
	1907

	Count
	69
	69
	69
	69







Table 4. Differences between PVt and PVe class levels (absolute and percentage values) for each season and in total

	
	Spring
	Summer
	Total

	Difference
	
	%
	
	%
	
	%

	-2
	0
	0
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0

	-1
	4
	5.8
	7
	10.1
	11
	8.0

	0
	59
	85.5
	48
	69.7
	107
	77.5

	1
	6
	8.7
	13
	18.8
	19
	13.8

	2
	
	0.0
	1
	1.4
	1
	0.7

	total
	69
	100
	69
	100
	138
	100
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Table 5. Carrying capacity for the experimental area obtained by both tested methods in different seasons of data collection

	Pastoral area
	Sampling period
	Surface (ha)
	PVt
	Seasonal potential stocking rate from PVt (LU ha-1)
	Seasonal potential stocking rate from PVe (LU ha-1)
	Deviation (%)

	Lombina
	Spring
	21
	32.0
	24.2
	21.6
	-10.6

	S. Paolo Alto
	Spring
	40
	35.1
	50.5
	39.8
	-21.2

	S. Paolo Basso
	Spring
	73
	29.4
	77.2
	67.8
	-12.2

	
	Total Spring
	134
	31.5
	151.9
	129.2
	-14.0

	Lombina
	Summer
	21
	31.8
	24.0
	22.7
	-5.6

	S. Paolo Alto
	Summer
	40
	29.4
	42.4
	38.1
	-10.1

	S. Paolo Basso
	Summer
	73
	31.4
	82.6
	65.0
	-21.3

	
	Total Summer
	134
	30.9
	149.0
	125.8
	-15.6
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Figures legends


Figure 1. Distribution of PVt and PVe in each class level for spring and summer survey
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