Tab. 1 Description of the 7 experimental treatments. Each treatment refers to 80x80 cm area.
	Treatment type
	Description
	Treatment code

	Control
	*No weeding treatment
	Unweeded

	Reference weeding techniques
	* Herbicide application (glyphosate, 14.4 cm3 tree-1 at 1.25%) applied in May via backpack sprayer
	Comm_HER

	
	*Commercial black polyethylene film, anti-UV treated, 80 µ thick
	Comm_PE

	
	* Commercial green biodegradable woven biofilm
	Comm_BF

	Innovative groundcovers
	* Recycled rubber based mulch, anti-UV treated, long-lasting and not requiring fixation (1.5 mm thick)
	New_RUB

	
	* Woven jute cloth treated with bio-based resin for increased lifetime, 100% biodegradable
	New_JUTE

	
	* Black new biopolymer-based frame, 100% biodegradable, fused to a black commercially available biodegradable film
	New_BF



